
MEDIA ARTICLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
COR-LETT.INT.B.009.1 MedArt23March 2016 

Bolepi House, 442 Rigel Avenue South, Erasmusrand, 0181 Private Bag X097, Pretoria, 0001   

Tel: + 27 (0) 12 367 6000 Weatherlines 083 123 0500 USSD: *120*7297# 

Weatherline: 082 162 or 083 123 0500      www.weathersa.co.za   sms line: *120*555* 3# (Dial) 
 
Ms  Ntsoaki Mngomezulu  (Chairperson) 
Dr. Nolulamo Gwagwa (Deputy Chairperson) 
Mr Jonty Tshipa 
Mr Rowan Nicholls 

 

Prof Elizabeth Mokotong 

Mr. David Lefuso 

Ms Sally Mudly-Padayachie 

 

 

Adv. Derick Block 
Mr Keabetswe Modimoeng 
Ms. Nandipha Madiba 

 

Dr Jasper Rees 
Ms. Judy Beaumont (DEA Rep) 
Dr. Linda Makuleni (CEO) 
Ms. Zandile Nene (Company Secretary) 
 

Board Members 

          

23 March 2016 

CELEBRATING WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY 2016 

“Creating a weather-smart nation – Innovating, Adapting and Facing the Future together” 

Each year, on the 23rd March, the WMO celebrates World Meteorological Day to commemorate the 

coming into force of the United Nations Convention which established the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) in 1950. South Africa is a member of WMO and has been serving on its 

Executive Council since 1994.  

 

One of the responsibilities of the WMO is to monitor global greenhouse gas emissions, in support of 

initiatives to reduce global warming and climate change impacts.  According to the WMO, greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere reached new record levels in 2015.  

 

While nations around the world are in agreement that the rise in the global average temperature 

needs to be limited to less than 2 °C above pre-industrial levels, failure to achieve this will impact 

negatively on the quality of life on the planet. Nations can expect higher temperatures, more intense 

drought, and more intense rainfall and flooding episodes – directly threatening the lives and property 

of citizens. 

 

In 2015, South Africa experienced the driest year since 1904. This can be attributed to variability in 

weather patterns due to climate change and a very strong El Niño event - which is expected to return 

to a neutral status by June 2016. The resultant drought has caused wide-spread misery and 

economic hardship in South Africa and has been associated with an unprecedented frequency of 

heatwaves.   



 

South Africa recorded 48.4 °C in Vredendal in October (the highest recorded temperature in the world 

for October), while 31 maximum temperature records were shattered early in January 2016 during yet 

another strong heatwave. Climate research also reveals that each of the past several decades has 

been significantly warmer than the previous one. The period 2011–2015 has been the hottest on 

record, with the year 2015 the hottest since modern observations began in the late 1800s. 

Furthermore, January and February 2016 are recognised worldwide as the hottest months yet.  

 

South Africa supports the definitive decisions taken at the 2015 Conference of the Parties to the 

Climate Change Convention (COP21), namely that all governments need to take urgent action to 

reduce human kind’s heat trapping carbon footprint on earth. While more research and investment is 

needed for advancing low-carbon technologies, particularly in the energy sector, many policies, 

technologies and actions are already available, and their deployment needs to be scaled up.   

 

The South African Weather Service will continue to support the producing of increasingly useful 

climate information and services to support climate resilience, adaptation and mitigation. It is our 

vision to ensure an empowered nation that can respond adequately to the impacts of climate change 

by becoming weather-smart. In this context SMART means a Safe, More informed, Alert, Resilient 

nation that acts on Time.  In this regard, a number of outreach and awareness activities will be held in 

collaboration with the Department of Environmental Affairs in order to create a weather-smart nation. 


